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AMERICAN INVENTIVE GENIUR.
We shall mot soon forget the [‘h'lllln.q
o for Americons under wlhirh‘llu- “:"M.:
biti ned last year in London. A wvas

b?i:‘.:’mnx:ph-unn-l purt of the Pal:sf-.‘ e'pnﬁ*-:i‘\-
glled with a Noah's- Ark assortment nl. badly dis-
articles—cabals and hicart-hurnings u;n-.uu:
ymen in London respecting the o e
z"’;m“:::'m Commissioner, &:'.—-Ilril'r.-h. J--nitnz:e}'
and hutred of American Manufactures bmh.ng. "f”
in #neers and slurs Jrom the great mnj_nm_\ of
London's ably written mnl o h-«.:mpulolus jou rn'.nls
—and g--n('rnl mortificntion nml 4-_I|'|g-nn difusing
and deepening wmoug the .-\'r‘n-w‘m.u who I:ilﬂ'!
thered to study the Exhibition. ‘How I wish
:‘a had sent pothing!" was a very goneral exela-
view of the ‘aching void' presented
t should have been sent being nh=
hat need not have been
hara in guunt and

maton, n
—s0 much tha
pent, while n good denl 1
sont loomed up on that bieak Su
z v proportions.

un;fh;;:;;]:; ni-,:s our apparcat failure, !I'mt tlhf'
petter clnss  of Eoglishmn r-‘zhn!r-l it .\lll|l
compssion, which was evineed even in the € onn:
eil. Philip Pusey, Esq., Member of Parlin-
ment, Chairman of the Jury on Implements
of Agricalturs, and os true and worthy a gon-
tleman ns  breathes, there 'lmlm_-:.-,ul. that the
contributors of cuch Nution should be judged
by themselves, and prizes ﬂ“‘ﬂl‘lll:d m:m:rd-
ding to their merits thus trstcd.’ .'lhu.s a first
prize might be given to the hest British Plow, the
seconi to the second-best British Plow, &e., and-
in like mauner with those of America, France, Bel-
gium, &c. This proposal was prompted by the
kindness of his heart; he thought that, if tested
by common or shsolute standards, Great Britain,
at lenst in kix department, must receive nearly all
the prizes, while Amerien anid most other nations
btained none. We earncstly opposed this propo-
sition, wrging that if othor Nations had a better
Plow, for instance, than we hndd, then our people
were isterestod in knowing the fact, while it wns
of compnratively nu consequence to them to be
told by our awards that this was the best Amer-
icnn, bllmt the best English, another . the best
French Plow, &, What the Fanmers universally
peoded to know was which wis the best Plow fuor
a specified service, no mutter where mude,  Mr.
t Purey's proposition did not prevail.
- Mr.Hobbs's Lock-picking achievements (though
they had not yet reached thair elimnx) hnd mode
some sensation, but none that renched the Coun-
cil, when on the 20th of July, at Mr. Mechi's an-
punl Agricultural fdstival at his estate, Tip-tree
Hall, the * Virginia Reaper,” of Mr. C. 11, Me-
Corniick, schieved its decided uud brillinnt trimnph,
to the delight of wll the Awmericans in England
and to the utter surprise of their rivals. That
success was the pivot of our fortunes. Thence-
forth no American, even the most asinine, pro-
claimed himself ashamed of his Country, becanse
of her miserable fizure in the Exhibition ; the
Council of Chairmen of Juries at once, on the ur-
gent representation of Mr. Puscy, though it had
met (on the 30th) to complete its awards, granted
an exclusive and special dispensation for a far-
ther trinl of MeCormigk’s Reaper, in order to de-
termine, by another triul, on dry grain, (that at
Mechi's hnving been made on green, under & pour-
ing rain,) whether the Reaper was indeed worthy
the highest prize that would be given for any
article exhibited—namely, the Council Medal.
That second trinl was had at Mro Pusey's
farm, on the 6th of August, and resulted in
another emphatic verdict in favor of the * Vir-
ginin  Reaper,” which therefore received the
Great Modal. At this trinl the inventor was pres-
ent, (having arrived in England two days before,)
though he took no part in the trinl. A side inter-
est was excited by m competition with Hussey's
Reuper, another American invention, which broke
down (clogged) nt Mechi's, bnt which did very well
at Pusey’s, though not so well as MeCormick's.
Some wecks nfterward, athind trinl between these
two machines wis mnde (uot nnder the auspices of
the Exlubition) ut Cleveland—Mr. MoCormick
having left Englund, and Mr, Hussey having arvived
thore—and n judgment given in favor of Hussey's
machine, We linve before ns o pamphlet by Mr.
MeCormick, stating why and wherein this trinl was
purtinl, untair and ineond Insive—but we do not
care Lo entor into thut question.  We only wished
torepel an intimation that Mr. Hussey has in-
considerately thrown out that he was unjustly
dealt with in the award of the Great Medal to
McCormick. That uward was wnde on the strength
of two several trinls, in the earlier of which Hus-
sey's machine utterly fuiled, while in the Intter
it was fairly beaten. Mr. Hussey attributes
that defeat to the fact that his machine was opera-
ted nt the two Exhibition® trials by an inexperi-
enced hand—which, if true, was his misfortune,
but not the fault of the Council, which afforded
extra opportunities for the trial of Reaping Ma-
chines, and rendered the only award which these
trials would justify. .

~We hnve said that the trinmph of MeCormick's
Reaper at Mechi's was the turning point of Ameri-
cnn fortune at the Exhibition, Thenceforward our
department of the Exhibition, meager und unsight-
ly as it was compared with what it might have
been, was regarded with an enger and respectful
intercat, but especially our Agricultural imple-
ments. The triumph of the yacht * America’ and
the culmination of Hobbs's Lock-picking fonts fo «
lowed soon after, and were proudly hailed ; bug the
Reaper’s was the success which broke the prestige
of European superiority in the Useful Arts and
tranaformed chagrin into exultation. It was this
which caused The [London] T'imes, ou the 26th of
September, to say :

% One point that strikes us foreibly on a of the
Jast fow mwouths, s the extraordinary contrast which the
attructive uud useful features of the display present. It

will be rewsembered that the American department was

at first regarded as the poorvat and the least luteresting
meswmed

of all foreign countries,  OfF late it bas justly
Pposition of the first importance, us baving brought to the
ald of our distressed agriculturists a machine which, if it
Tealizes tho anticipations of curu;in'h'm judges, will am-
remunerste Eugland for all her outlsy connected
with the Exhibition. The Rewping Mschine from the
United States i the most valusble contribution from
mﬂw the mck"uinl:!ur ;u;:l'lufx:c kuowledge that wo
discovere: seve *ts in conneotion with

It are not a little remurkable.”

—And this brings us to the moral we had in-
de’d ere this to inculeate—that the field of In-
vention in aid of Agriculture is broad, hviting, and
ton great extent still untrodden.  We have barely
mtll.l to bring the potend resources of Science to

u‘l of Ihn food-grower, und very much is to be
done in their development nnd application within
:hi,"“ ten ya;:; There is now obvious need of

mm“. w, able to break up and thor-
mwtﬁcnilmlh depth of two foet
or morv if required, at the rate of ten or fifteen
::. per day, lc_ming stones of two or three hun-

pounds aside and uprooting stumps in its
stesdy progress. The value of such n machine
would not bo measured by its cheaponing of the
cost of plowing per acre, for it would prove an an-
tidote to drouth, and would soon secure at loast
double the harvest usually obtained from our shal-
lowly and shabbily plowod fields. And more : it
maﬂh the fanmer to plow st procisely the
Tight time, when his soil is in she proper condition,
w«:ﬂ?n‘dﬂimd to break up the soil out of
Scason and in all weathers in order to have it done
ﬂlll.. Thus the high British estimate of McCor-
-el.lupltilhmlkuwium“ﬁl(
:-mhulhhtlhtitmm
. to take advantage of any temporary break
the dull weather so cemmon there, and harvest
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a hmndred neres of Wheat whila he would be #ay-
ing o quarter of it in the old way. Yeb tho
economy of thie and kindred machines is also very
great. In the pamphlet before us, we note that the
geving by the Reaper is varionsly estimated by
farmers who have used it nt $15 to $23 per day.

— Why should not our young men of talent and
enerey devoto both to the contemplntion of our
Implements of Agrienlture, with a view to their
improvement 1 Consider  what strides the last
century has witnessed in the improvement of ma-
chinery for the production of Fabrics, while the
machinery for the growth of Food has advanced
comprratively little. And, backward as we are,
we nre furin advance of mogt other nations. Italy,
benutifil, suffeting Italy, needs to-day Millions of
Dollars' worth of snch implements as we could
profitabily send her if she only knew how much
she might profit by them; and a thousand ingen-
jons, observing, intelligent, stirring Yankees dif-
fused among her peaple as apostles of Agricultural
Tiprovement, {especially with the sehoolmnster
to wid them,) would do her immensurable good, if
her jenlons and stupid tyrunts wonld but let them.
There are broad fields of effort now open or open-
ing to those inclined and qualified to labor for Hu-
man Progress, and prominent among them is the
ficld of Agvieultnral Tmprovement by Machinery.
Let it not be neglected ; and let those who achieve
brillinnt suceesses therein be duly honored and re-
warded.

THE MYSTERIES OF SCIENCE

Very justly prominent among the scien-
tific men of the present day is Baron CHARLES
von Rerenixeacn.  Endowed with a genius as
bold gs it is active and an intellect equally acute
und free from prejudice, after a carcer of nearly
thirty yenrs in extensive industrinl enterprizes,
sich s ivon foundries, chemical Inboratories, beet
sugar factories, in which he amassed an immensoe
fortune, while his dizcoveries in chemistry und his
contributions to geology assured him a high and
solid repuiation, the ordinary tribe of snvans
were astonished to see him quitting the beaten
tracks of scientific research to venture into the
mysterions and shadowy domain of humnn mag-
netism, hitherto resigned muinly to the possesion of
churlatuns and wonder-workers by trade. Few
books of recent times have produced a deeper
sensution in the world of scientific orthodoxy than
Reichenback's Dyaamics of Magnetism. In that
waork the distinguished author discuzses questions
which his eolleagnes had before avoided with all
the originulity aud bolduess that wust characterize
a seientific discoverer and all the clearness of state-
ment and theroolness of seli-possession with which
le would discuss an ordinary problem in geometry
or chemistry.

It is the opinion of Baron Reichenbach that he
hag discovered a new fluid, or rather a new dynamic
element in noture,  This is distinet from ngnet-
ism, electricity, heat and light, though nkin to
them. Itisof a finer and less palpable character
than either of those elements, and is perceptible
only to persons of amore delicnte nervous organi-
zation. This element he calls “ O, a nune
whose etymology he has not vet explained—and
thuse who are subject to und can perceive its influ-
ence, he distinguishes as * sensitive.”  These are
the persons who are generally regurded as ca-
pricious o whimsical ; who eannot bear the color
of yellow, while more than others they love the
color of blue; who hate to look at themselyes in a
glass i who will not sit on the middle of a bench
with others, but insist on having the corner seat ;
who cunnot sleep on the left side ; who eannot eat
with a spoon or fork of German silver, or of any
composition mude to imitate silver ; who cannot eat
warm, giuch-cooked, fat or sweet food, but have a
passion for sonr dishes ; who dislike the heat of an
iron stove, while they will bear an even greater heat
from one of clay or porcelain ; who, in an omnibus
or ruilroad ear, insist on having the windows open,
no matter what the weather, and no matter
whether their fellow travelers fear colds and rheu-
mntigm or not ; who ennnot bear to have any one
behind their chuir, and do not like to shake hands
who ure subject to the influence of the moon and
shun its light as disagreeable, &c. &e.  These pe-
culinrities, suys Reichenbach, you do not find sing-
Iy, but always the snme person possesses severaljo
them. They are not mere caprices, but genuine
perceptions of real facts, which, however, the
mass of men are not organized to sppreciate. In-
deed, he says, there are two sorts of men, those
who have nothing of this impressibility, and those
who are acted upon in the manner above deseribed.
The latter are, strictly speaking, * sensitive," and,
in fact, are often more susceptible than the Mimosa,
Aud they are so in their inmost constitution, which
they can neither altogether lny off nor deaden.

The present statements are derived from a se-
ries of articles, which Reichenbach is now publish-
ing in the Augsburg Allgemeine Zeitung, under
the title of Odisch-Magnetische Briefe (Odylic-
Magnetic Letters.) In these articles he details a
number of eurious but simple experiments which
any one may verify for himsell without difficulty,
and which go far to establish the existence of this
new fluid or elemental force in nature. It is ouly
necessary to find a person belonging to the class
our author calls * sensitive.” It is, ho says, not
at all difficult to find such; they are numerous
everywhere, If you do not at once find those
who are perfectly healthy, inquire for restless per-
gons who have unquiet sleep, who, when asleep,
cast off the covering, talk or get up in their dreams,
are troubled much by short fits of head-ache, often
complain of sudden pain in the stomach, of being
out of sorts nervously, who do not like large com-
panies, but prefer the society of a few friends or
even solitude.  With rare exceptions these people
are of more or less sensitive constitution.

But these are only the trivial aspects of the sub-
jeet; when tried by the test of scientific experi-
ment, things of quite another scope are manifested.
Procure a natural crystal, as large a one as possi-
ble, either a gypsum spar of about eight inches
long, or a sulphur spar, or a Gothard rock crystal
of a foot long, and lay it honizontully across the
corner of a table or the arm of a chair, so as to
leave the two extremities free, Then bring the
sensitive person up to it with directions to hold
the palm of the left hand toward the ends of the
crystal, at a distance of throe, four, or six inches.
In the courso of a minute he will tell you tha:
from the apex of the crystal a cool current
strikes the hand, but that when the hand is held
toward it base a sensation of lukewarmness is
produced. The coolness he will find pleasant and
refreshing ; the lukewarmness is accompanied by
an unpleasant, repulsive, and almost nauseating
sensation, which, if the hand is continued there,
presently seizes upon the ann and renders it, as i
were, altogether fatigued.

When Reichenbach first observed this phenome-
non it was as new as it wasinexplicable, Nobody
would believeit. Since then ho has repeated it on
hundreds of sensitive persons (at Vienna) and it has
been tried in England, Scotlsnd and France, and
any one can easily try it. Lot a sensitive parson
hold his left hand near other parts of a crystal, and
he will feel now tepid and now cool emanations,
but they will be incomparably faintor than at the
two opposite ends, which are also polar opposites,
Persons who are not sensitive perceive nothing.

Since these opposite sensations can be produced
without touckiug the crystals, at a distance of
severul inches, and with very senstive persons at

the distance of several feet, it was evident o
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Reichenbach that from these half-organized stone®
something emannted, lowed, radinted, which physi-
enl seience had not yoi recognized, and which,
even if we are nnable to see it, yot demonstrates
its existence by corporeal effects. As sensitive
persans are able to poreeive by feeling 50 much
more than others, it seemed possible that they
might be superior in the sense of sight, amd in
deep darkness, might be able to see something of
these singular emanations, In order to test this,
onavery dark night, (May,1844,) Reichenbach car-
ried o very lnrge rock erystal to the house of a
Lighly sensitive young Indy, Miss Angelina Stur-
munn ; by accident, her physician, Prof. Lippich, a
well-known German pathologist, was present. They
produced perfect darkness in two rooms, in one of
which Reichenbach placed the erystal in a place
unknown to all but himself. After a brief delay in
the other room, in order to acenstom the eye to
the darkness, they led the young lady inte the
room where the crystal was. Almost immediate-
1y she pointed out the spot where Reichenbach had
placed it.  She snid that the entire body of the
crystal was  glowing  with n delicate light,
and that at its apex wns in constant waving
motion, a flame of blue color and bell
shape, ns Inrge na one's hand, now and then
spurkling, and disappenring in a sort of fine mist.
At the other, or fint end of the ervstal, she saw a
alow, red and yellow smoke.  This experiment has
ginee been followed by thousanda of others with
crystals, in countless variations, down to the pre-
sent time. The fucl has been demonstrated by a
great number of sensitive persons that the sensa-
tions produced by crystals are accompanied by ap-
pearunees of light, which are blue, and red and yel-
low from the opposite polea of the crystuls, and
are perceived by sensitive persons alone,

This experiment ean only+ succeed in absolute
dnrkness,  The erystal light is so delieate
and o very wenk, that if even a tmee of
uther Light is perceptible in the darkened room, it
will suffice to confuse the sensitive observer, that
is to deaden his sensibility for this extremely fiain
licht. Muoreover, few persons are so highly sensi-
tive as the young lady above named, or so able to
pereeive this tender radiance after being for so
birief o period in darkness,  With ordinarily sensi-
tive persons, saya Reichenbach, it has gener-
ully required one or two hours in the dark for
their eyes to become sufficiently free from the ex-
cessive impression of day or lnmp light and pre-
pared to perecive the light of the ervstal.

But the same force will be found to emanate
from other sources, with equul or greater power.
Place n sensitive person in the shade and give him
a common empty barometer tube, or even an ordi-
nary cane in the left hand. The tube or stick
must be Lield in the sun, while the personand the
hond remuin in the shade.  Yon will presently be
astonished by the result of this simple experiment.
You will expect that the person will feel the tube
or stick growing warm. But the fact will be ex-
actly the reverse, The sensitive hand will expe-
rience various sensations, but the result will be
one of coolness. 1 raw the stick back into the
shade, and the coolness will cense and the stick
will feel warm again; put it back in the sun and
it will again become cool, and 80 on; in this way
the exactness of the sensation may be tested.—
There nve, therefore, very simple circumstances,
not hitherto observed, in which the direct rays of
the sun do not produce warmth but the contrnry.

If this coolness be the effect of the new fluid
enlled Od, it must in some way produce light in
the dark. This you may try by repeating the fol-
lowing experiment. From a lighted room Reichen-
bach conducted a copper wire into a completely
dark one.  Then he held the other end of the wire
in the sunshine. Hardly was this done when the
portion of the wire that was in darkness began to
ghine, and nt its point there rose the appearance of
a flame about the size of one's finger. 1t was evi-
dent that the sun imparted an odylic substance to
the wire which sensitive persons saw flowing forth
in the darkness in the form of light.

But go a step further; let the sunbeam fall npon
n good glass prism o s to cast its colors on the
nearest wall, Let the sensitive person try the
colors one after another, with the glasa tube in his
left hond, Holding it so as to intercept only the
blue or the violet color, he will experience a most
ngreeable sensation of coolness, much purer and
cooler than from the entire ray of the sun. But
if he puts the tube into the yellow, or still better
into the red eolor, the ngreeable sense of coolnoss
will et once disappear and be succeeded by warmth
and a disagreenble feeling of sultriness will soon
weigh on the whole arm.  Instead of the tube you
may place n nnked finger of the sensitive person in
the colors and the effect will be the same ; Reich-
enbach chooses a tube or a stick simply in order
by a bad conductor to prevent the sction on the
hand of the actual rays of heat. These efforts of
the separated sunbeam will be found exactly simi-
lar to those of the poles of crystals. This shows
that Od of both kinds of efficiency is contained in
the sunbeams; it flows to us with light from
the orb of day at every moment, and forms a new
and powerful ngency whose extent we do not yet
comprehend.

Recur for a moment to those haters of the color
of yellow, and ardent lovers of blue, men-
tioned above. We saw that the same pole of the
crystal which imparted agreeable coolness gave a
blue light. We find here, that the blue ray in the
sunbeam produces an altogether agreeable sensa-
tion of cbolness. On the other hand, the red and
yellow light of the oppoesite pole of the crystal,
ond the yellow and red ray of the sunbeam cause
lukewarm and unplessant sensations. We see,
then, that in these two cases, remote as they are
from each other, blue causes pleasant and red and
yellow unpleasant sensations. This is an indica-
tion which may render us less prompt to condemn
what we call the caprices of sensitive persons.
We see that in fact there is something hidden in
these colors bevond their mere optical effect on
our retina; that a profound instinct for an un-
known but most delicate something guides the
fecling and the judgment of such persons; and
that this is worthy of very careful attention.

But apart from color, there is another easy ex-
periment, to distinguish the Od contained in the
sunbeams, Polarize them in the well known man-
ner, 5o a8 to let them full at an angle of 35 degrees
on a pile of a dozen panea of glass. Then let the
sensitive observer hold the stick in his left hand,
alternately in the reflected and transmitted light.
You will always find that the first produces the
sensation of odylic coolness, the second of odylic
lukewarmness in the hand holding the staff.

Reichenbach gives another experiment for the
benefit of the chemists. Take two equal glasses
of water, put one in the reflected sun light and
the other im the transmitted. After they have
stood six or eight minutes, let a sensitive person
taste them. He will tell you that the water from
the reflected sunbeams tastes cool and somewhat
acid; and that from the transmitted light tepid
and bitter. Theu put & glass of water in the blue
light of the prism and another in the red and yel-
low ; or put the one at the pointed end of a rock-
erystal and the other at the butt end. In all three
casos the sensitive person will find the water from
the bine light sgreesble and delieately acid, that
from the red nnd yellow disgusting, bitter and
acrid. The first glass he will empty with gusto;
Lut if you constrain him to drink the other he will
very sirely vowit soon afterward. Theu give the
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water to the chemical analyst to discover ita bit-
ter and acid principles if he can.

The ssme treatment is to be observed with moon-
light u= with sunlight. You will obtain similar re-
sulte, thongh in some respects they will be re-
versad. A glags tube held by a sensitive person in
full moonlight will give not cool but lukewarm
sensntions. A gluss of water that has stood in the
moonlight will be more tepid and unplensant than
one that has stood for the same time in the shade.

You are now impatient to learn what this is, and
where in natural philosopliy and physiology these
phenomena are to be classed. They are not ef-
fects of heat, though they produce sensations like
those of warmth and coolness ; for there is, in crys-
tals, at least, no source of warmth, and if there
were, non-sensitive persons would perceive it as
well as sensitive, or it would certainly affect n fine
thermometer. They nre not electricity, for in
crystals there is no exciting cause for the constant
currenis which here flow forth ; an electrometer is
not affected and an attempt to apply a conductor,
sccording to electrieal lnws, has no result. It is
neither magnetism nor dismagnetism, because erys-
tals are not magnetie, and diamagnetism does not
act in the same way in all crystals, but in very dif-
ferent nnd opposing ways, which here is not the
ease. It cannot be ordinary light, because that
never produces the sensations of tepidity and
coolness,

Equally curious are the experiments in connee-
tion with terrestrial magnetism. Lay nn ordinary
magnet nerosa the comer of a table, so that the
two ends will project ; then place the table so that
the magnet will lie in the meridian, with its north
pole to the north, and gice persa. A sensitive per-
son will pereeive with the palm of the left hand a
cool current flowing from the north pole and n
wiimish one fiom the south. (Glasses of water
placed near the poles will be aficcted just ns if
placed in the reilected or transmitted sun light. So,
also, in complote darkness, mognets exhibit odylic
light to the eyes of sensitive persons. The light
from the north pole of n magnet is blue—from the
south pole, red and yellow. By holding the mag-
net verticully, with the south pole up, the light in-
erenses | if the magnet is strong enough, it rises to
the ceiling, so that the sensitive persen can distin-
guish colors painted there. Or, place alarge horse-
shoe magnet on a table, with the two poles up-
ward, T'wo distingt flames will be seen rising
from it. Unlike the maguetic currents, they do
not mingle, and neither seems to influence the
other. A magnet of a hundred pounds' power
gave forth a light of great beauty, illuminating a
space of six feet on the ceiling ; objects held close
to the flame cast a visible shadow ; o jects held
over it turned it aside, and blowing it changed its
direction, just as if it were any other flame; witha
sun-glass, the light could be collected and con-
densed in a focus. The appearance is, therefore,
Wltogether corporeal, and in many respects like or-
dinory flume. When two of these flames are
brought together, they do not mingle, but pene-
trate each other; the stronger divides the weaker,
which reanites itself after having been thus tra-
versed; the same is the case when a stick is held
in this flame. And, just as crystals appear to be
prevaded with this luminous substance, 80 is it
with the steel of magnets ; every pnm’cle seems to
be in a whitish glow. The same is the case with
electro-magnets. \

These phenomena are not magnetic, says Reich-
enbach. The emanations from a cryatal of the
snme weight are much stronger than from a mag-
net, but the erystal possesses no magnetism, We
have then, inthese two cases, Od in connection
with magnetism nnd without. Therefore Od must
be regarded as an independent force, appearing
sometimes in connection with magnetism, just ns
it appenrs in connection with crystals, with the
sunlight, and with other natural phenomena. We
know the resemblances of magnetism and olectri-
city, we know that each appears in intimate con-
nection with the other, and have come near regnrd-
ing them ns identical. So it is with light and heat ;
the one produces the other, and they are always
found together, but we have never been able to
demonstrate the common eause from which both
have their origin.  So it is with Od.  'We suppose
these’ dynnmic phenomenn spring from u common
source, but ns long aa we are unable to demon-
strate this unity of their origin, there is nothing
left but to consider them as eloctricity, magnotism,
light, heat, &c., and to treat each as & specinl
groupof phenomena.  And asthe nmltiform Odylic
phenomena can be classified in neither of these
groups, we must combine them into a special
group, That they are inferior either in extent or
importance to none that have already obtained a
place in physical science, our author promises to
show hereafier,

A MUSICAL WORD.

Mademe GorpscamipT has now given
some 150 concerts in the United States, and has
in all taken the * more popular course of singing
operatic airs and ballnds. We are at aloss to
divine therefore, why The T'imes chafes atthe idea
of her gratifying those “extremely refined tastes,"
which it adds, “ are fortunately rare.” The T'imes,
of course, may have special reasons for congratula-
ting itself upon the rarity of “extremely refined
tastes.” Our own fecling is, that such are not
the least sincere in the homage they offer to Jenny
Lind, and we venture to think their enjoyment
of music is as “simply unspeakable” as any of
which the “mass of listeners” are conscious.
The crowd of readers may undoubtedly prefer a
piratical romance of the Rev. Professor Ingra-
ham's to Shakspere's Romeo and Juliet; but
that would be scarcely a good reason for request-
ing an actor or reader never to gratify those who
enjoyed the drama more,

“=—As to the admirable mass of blunders in The
Times's statements respecting * the suggestion”
of the two morning papers, wo make bold
to remind our sprightly neighbor that it was
not suggested by one, nor advocated by another
paper that at these final performances she should
confine herself to what is termed classical, or
operatic, music. It was hinted that owe of the
lagt three, and therefore only ome of the whole
number in America, should be devoted to what is
termed * classical” music ; and it was directly in-
timated that what is technically called operatic
music, that is Italian bravura, might be excluded
from the programme. The good T'imes, some-
what forgetful, proceeds to speak of those who
“ praise, coldly and reservedly, her Casta Diva o:
Ah non giunge,” as if they were the guilty par-
ties who were conspiring to defraud the geners
ear of Comin' through the Rye, &c. But the
very two papers in question were the most enthu-
sinstic of all admirers of the songs quoted. They
neither ¢ coldly praised” the Italian nor had any
Jess than “unspeakable” delight in the ballads.
The final rhetorical throe of our nascent neighbor
about “ the passionate absurdities of lachrymose
tenor and brutal baritone,” is simply & more sono-
rous expression of our own sentiments, often re-
peated in 7'he Tribune, and it was against pre-
cisely that stylo of entertainment that “the sug-
gestion” was made and advocated.

We cannot but entreat The T'imes—whose mis
appreciation of the scope of the suggestion is only
equaled by its delightful ignorance of what con-
stitutes * clussical i
of the admiration of Jenny Lind in the papers
allsded to—to consider that it is hard, after having
lsnd its own way & hundred and forty-unine timeg

out of the handred and fifty, not te allow those
“refined tastes,” so “ fortunately rare,” their poor
little opportunity “coldly and reservedly” to
prise Jenny Lind's singimg of the music she
prefers.

RELIGIOTS FREEDOM.

We have faith in the most perfect reli-
gious tolerance on the part of the State. Wedo
not conceive it to be the business of any commt-
nity or Government to inquire what is the reli-
gion or the no-religion professed or practiced by
h‘!r. A.orMr. B. So long as those individuals
discharge their civil obligations as members of
society and do not transgress the civil law, we
hald it to be the right of each to believe or to dis-
believe, according to the conclusions of his own
Judgment and the dictates of his own conscionce.
But snother and & very different view from this is
held by a large party in our country, and it seems
advisable that the public should know what that
view is. To that end we make the following extract
from The Shepherd of the Valley, n Iarge and in-
fluential Catholic journal, published at St. Louis,
Speaking of the question of religious freedom,
thia paper says :

“We gain nothing by decluimi mat] nst
the doctrine of the n'-m; m':humm o~ :}"r':irmi "dm
Our enemies will not believe that we are better than our
Chureh, and—for her—her history is before them ; they
know what she manctioned during the Middle Ages,
what ghe did then, and does now where she can; they
'lum‘._ ton, what they would do, were they in power;
they judge us by thomwelves, They ean reason be-
sides, and when wo suy two and fwo, they will adid make
Jovr, whetever we enn do to stop them, Heresy is a
mortul sin, kills the soul, sonds the entire man, bod,
and soul, to Hell ; it is, beskdes, a contagious diwase, l.r.lﬁ
affects the interest of unborn millions,  Christian kings,
be Leving this, wiil erwsh it in the shell, Christian States,
kne wing this, will driveit from their bodies wien they
ehr.

The znme journul a'so says in the same article :

% "l_l. Is notorions thut the lewlers of ('nt]u-l’lr}ourun]-
ism o the Uuited Stites have been unnnimous, for some
in directing all their energies to the destrue-

tion ¢ t cownrdly syetom of misreprosontation and
[ i, which lod E h Catholies, in the unhap-
I {rom which we are emerging, to attempt—hap-

v
ply with very indiferent success—to throw dust in the
c¥eA ol cote m]]mruy hereties, by dissvowing the prae.
tices of their brethren in better dnys and other lanids,
We are by no menns the ooly Catholie editor in the
Union who thinks it better to be perfectly frank and
honest, then to be “prudent "—to use the milidest term
we can find—and we are not slone in drending, above
nll things, the praise and sympnthy and good will of
berotics us such, nnd coveting, from them, nothing be-
youd some portion of thet sbuse which they kesp upon
Il good Christinns, upon our T““"I upon the Saints,
sud upon their most sweet and boly Queen.”

We give one more extract :

“We will eny, however, that we are not in favor of
roasting heretics, and that, if this sort of work is to be
revivad—though in eur miseralis times it is guite impossi-
bie, since men have no belief which they care to propagate,
or for which they dare endurs—if persecution lL to be re.
newed, we should rather be ita victims than its agents ;
but we sre not, therefore, going to deny the {acts oi’
bkistary, or to blame the Ssints of God and the doctors
and postors of the church for what they have done and
sanctioned. We say thut the temporal punishment of
heresy i a mere question of erpediency ; that Protestants
do not persecute us here, simply because they have not
the power ; amd that where we abstain from persecus-
ing them, they nre well aware that it is merely because
we cannot do so, or think that, by doing so, we should
injure the cause that we wish to serve.”

It is due to justice to say that these extreme
notions are not held by all Catholics, nor coun-
tenanced by all-the Catholic press of the country.
The Catholic Herald of Philadelphin earnestly
and temperately opposes them.

THE FINE ARTS.

Exhibition of tloll:nloul Academy.

It is the gemeral opinion that the Exhi-
bition is not as good as that of last yoar. We do
not agree to it. Tho best men of last year have
done better now. Gray, Hicks, Hurrivapon,
Kesserr ond RossiTeR have each finer single pic-
tures, to our fancy, than anything they exhibited
last spring. The good landscapes are inferior in
number, certainly, but there was nothing last year
better than Kenskrr's Early Autumn in the
Franconin Mountains (140), and Reminiscence of
the White Mountains (417), or the Noerwegian
Forests (A10), of Carerres. The portraits are
this year very numcrous and very bad. We do
not know if the Committee huve any discretion in
rejecting the offerings for the Exhibition. Prob-
ably they huve not, as it might be n dangerous
prerogative.  But there are cortain things upon
the walls which, in the intereat of the artists and
the public, shoull not be presented to the goneral
eye ; except, perhups, for the purpuse of challeng-
ing that caustic eritieism, which, if felt to be ju-
dieious, would a * quietus make "of such flagrant
misdirection of time and Inbor as they evinee.

We shall begin with the landscapes and with
the lnrgest of them. These ure The Spirit of
War (48) and The Spirit of Peace (350) by Mr.
Cropsky. The latter hangs inthe same spot as his
Southern Italy of Inst year. They are both pic-
tures which have all his merits and all his faults.
Onue might say that CROPSEY is too conscientious.
Knowing that the landseape is composed of infi-
pite detail, however grand the general impression,
he seems unwilling that every bit of that detail
should not have full justice. Euch spire of grasa,
each shrinking leafl must appear upon the canvas,
because it really exists in nature; and because
every scene teems with an infinite varioty of life and
form, he does not feel satisfied unloss every point of
his picture does the same. Upon this effort Crop-
sk lavishes his resources of color and the great fer-
tility of his imagination. Each bit of the mosaio
which forms his picture is sincerely studied and
wrought with genuine feeling. Hence the oye rov-
ing over his canvas is attracted by a thousand
beauties, ia charmed by the conviction of the deli-
cate observation and sympathetic touch of the
artist, and wonders that the mass ia not subdued
and elaborated into a broad, general impression.

The effort to which this conscientiousness se-
duces him is hopeless. It is no lesa than the
Fault of the Disseldorf school, although mani-
fested in & less mechanical manner. When you
look at the landscape it is the grace of &
single tree and the harmonious consent of
many trees in bold snd beautiful groups—
the languid winding of the stream—the dreamy
ripple of vague hill outlines, or the solemn
grandeurs of mountain precipices and the heaving
sen, which make the landscape to the eye. The
observer knows that each of those trees is an ag-
gregate of infinite tissues, that each stream is &
mass of drops, that each precipice has its own
geological peculiarities—but they are not visible
parts of the i jon. The observer sees little
of the wave and leaf, but the whole spint llll
power of the Iandscape strike his eye and remain
To recall that impression and to
deepen it by the revelation of the ter secrets
which the eye of genius sees there,is to paint
lendscape. Let the artist study for years the for-
wation of boughs, the texture of tissues—let him
waster the anutomy of every bit of moss and every
splinter of rock, but remember that these are his
exercises—the scalos of his practice—the steps of
his daneing ; but none of them all must appear ia
bis movement snd his playing.

Now what the Diisseldorf men do in a small
way, CropsxY does in 8 Iarger manner; but it in
eacentinlly the same thing, The Dusseldorf men
expend their last sigh upon the reticulation of &
leaf, und let the tree shift for

again, like a sirnin of winning music. In No, 50,
what en sggregation of beautiful and poetic obe
jects: palms, the most poctie of trecs—gracofal
temples with delicate tracery—a summer soa—the
snow-needles of an Alpine distance piorcing the
tranquil day—the loading of focks by still wa-
ter—ell the imagery of pastoml poetry and of
midrummer dreams and idyls, and yot the specta-
tor wonders why the picture fails to soothe him
wto tropical reverie.  But the old artist who, from
the soft eyes of one womnn, and the fowing luster
of another's hair, and the curved lips, rounding
ﬁ:m:.l and differing perfections of many othors,
sought to model n single o iax
haa solved the wonder. ¥ o h"““lu".
Fine words do not ninke a poem, l"..-tm.-q‘“
forms, brillinntly painted, do not make a good pie-
ture, They must be harmonized into a single
impression, and that lmpression must be neither
purtinl, nor commonplace, nor obvions, but di-
rect nnd beautifil,  Thus, let us eite for llue-
tration  Carerrex's Norwegion Forests (110)
Thaz's Cows in a Woeed, (75,) pictures
of very differing styles of feeling and treat-
ment.  Neither of these works have any pres-
tige of poctic associntion to propitiate the eye.
No. 75,15 an ondinary, homely eattle piece, and No,
410r is n passage of not unfrequent forest scenery, &
domp pool in the darkness of heavy woods, with
old, rotting, mossy trunks lying in the water, set in
slimy, slippery rocks sl rank growths, The first
of these picturesis very small, and consicts of a
mass of folinge, upon which is relieved a group of
cows. From too much varnishing, probably, it has
an unnaturally burnished look, but it i a charae-
What is the secrel
of the plessure it imparts T 1t isnot only the easy
wn=tery of brillinnt color, it 15 no exquisite witeh-
ery of form, it is no collateral suggestion like that
derved from objects of certain association, bat
it is the reproduction of that passoge innature, so

tenstie picee of the master,

ainply done, ond so skilifally, as well in what 1e
ot ted ns in what appears, that @ glanes at it,
even indreary weather, 1# a strain of sumuner, and
begets the mood which the scone itaelf sy res,
This simple reminisence is certainly not the v ghest
trivmph of art, but it i o gront suceess, and ite
secrel isin the subjugation of the material to the
single dmpression  songht.  Crorsey  strikes
higher. The aim of his picture s to repre
sent the Spirit of Prace, nnd of conrse the
point of the picture is to show that the tranguil life
of the lendscape is the resnlt of Peace,  Toddo this,
evidently, something more ia necessary than te
puint a seene without an army.  The artist
has composed for that purpose, an uoreal land—
scnpe—a scene, that is, of which the features are
drawn from Nature, but which have an artificinl
and conveutional grouping in the picture, and
which,-therefore, as an illustration of the rign of
Peare upon enrth and among men, romove it from
symputhy. 1t is mther s pussage of Areadis, 16
is no more the Spirit of Peace, in the sense in-
tended, than the Southern Haly was, or than any
quiet lundscape is. It is, indeed, o peacefl
scene, but that is not the intention.

The truth is that the subject demands a kind off
allegoricul treatment. The aim is not only to repre-
sent the effects of Pence, which any pictures of &
scene betruying no devastation of War does, but te "
force the contrasts of Peace and War upon the ob-
server's mind, by something which shall emphasize
the fact that this state of things proceeds from
Peace. It nims, that is to say, to exercise a certain
direct moral influence. In this it fuils. Nospectator
would feel upon regarding the picture that it was
intended to charm him with Poace as the causs of
the tranquillity represented. That has benn done,
however, by Landseer, and his picture of Peace is
an adequate illustrution of our position. The sheep
cropping the flowers that grow in the rusty cas-
non’s mouth and the busy aspect of the distant
seaport toll the story without any lettering.
When sheep feed in the cannon's mouth, then fas-
tories smoke und ernft of all kind sail. Hud the
cannon been omitted, the picture would have
been no more distinctively Peace than the cattle-
bit of Dinz. It is just this stroke which makes it

a work of art, and not merely a pleasing picture,
We have indieated sufficiently our feeling in re-
spect of the treatment und conception of this
landsceape. It is true of the companion piece, and
it is in general true of the works of Mr. Crop-
ser. He yields to no man in his love of pa-
ture, in the patient fidelity with which he studies
and cluborates hor forma, and . his glowing and
teemiing imagination speaks in hia brilliant color.
There is always great pleasure in the study
of his pictures, in the pursuit of the well-wrough$
detail, which is, on the whole, their cardinal
defect, because it only detail. The glaciered
precipices in the left of No, 48, and the angry
massing of clouds in the right of the same picture,
have a reality and depth of feeling, and a skill of
treatment, to which we are the last to be insensi-
ble. In his ftaly, a Study, (279,) there is a pathet-
ie sentiment, so just and poetic,—a com
simiplicity and subjugation of material, and a
sweeping grace of handling, which makes it, to our
fancy, the pleasantest of his pictures, Its valug
is kindred to that of No. 75, by Diaz, and to the
quoted picture of Landaser. The story is told.
That nameless grace, that poetic elegance, thak
air of romantic decay,—are Italy. It is no real
landscape, indoed, nor was it meant to be. Itisa
pensive thought. Itisa picture, which, like Land-
goer's, requires no lettering, but which every mam
who has truly seen Italy, directly recognizes.
S —

FROM NEW-YORK TO NINEVEH.

XXV,

VOYAGE ON THE ETHIOPIAN NILE-VISIT TO
THE RUINS OF MEROE—LIFE IN CENTRAL AF-
RICA—ARRIVAL AT KHARTOUM.

KditoriniCorrespondance of the M. T Tribune,

of
Kuaztorn, (Capital , MW}

Ex Mecurraer looked very picturesque

in the soft clear light of the last afternoon hour,
as | suiled awny from it. The Bey’s mansion and
the mosque rose conspicuously above the long
lines of clay walls, and groups of luxuriant date-
trees in the gardens supplied the place of ming~
rets and spires. Both shores, above the city, were
in o high state of cultivation, and I passed many
thriving villages before dusk. The landscapes nexé
morming were still more beautiful. The Nile was
as brond ns in Lower Egypt, flowing between
banks of the most brilliant green. Long !M“d
palms bebiud the shore, shut out from view the
desert tracks beyond, and my voyage all day was
a punorama of the richest summer sceoery. Early
in the forenoon 1 passed the mouth of the Atbars,
the encient Astaboras, and the first tributary
streawn which the traveler meets on his journey
from the Meditermnean. Its breadth is about one-
thid that of the main river, but the volume of
nutmnbei-auuehmllnmdn& ::
water hacw.mm"‘mw ook
¢he durker Nile is distinctly warked. I could

up the Atbars for sbout  wile to where it curved

out of sight between high green basks, covered




